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!M PREGNANT 


A BABY 


WHAT? 
WHAT? 


ARE YOU SURE IT WAS THE 
RIGHT TIME TO ERM ... 


YOU MEAN 
PREGNANT. 
LIKE ...? 


[wH/vr?] 


YES. I THINK IT IS 


MINE. 


YOU WERE 
RIGHT. THIS IS 
THE PERFECT 
TIME 


VO YOU KNOW 
WHETHER ITS A 
BOY OR GIRL? 


FELICITAZIONI 

puppa! 


ITS THE GIRL 1 
FROM THE I 

H TH FLOOR, I 

APPARENTLY SHEsI 
PREGNANT? I 


[congratulations! 


WE DON'T 
KNOW 
YET. it's 

TOO SOON 




























/ VE BEEN EXPECTING- AN 
INVASION BY ALIENS OP. 
WHATEVER FOP YEARS . . . 








































mpztzms a pzapt. zt’s rye omlt ryzMe z cam 
ryzMK or to A/v)use wrseLP. porreM stzmkzmb 
pump. MoryzMe to po. z’m bopsp out op mt 

SKULL, z’m ty T£APS OLP ZM Tye PBBZOMAL 

pubzk’s cubb cyAMPZoM. bpbat. 


z’ue pbap bubpt book zm rye local 
lzbpapt. ryer’ue eor a bzs sbctzom om 
pbptzlzsbps, ouzre a lot om cattlb 

ZMSBMZMA TZOM, BUT PBPZMZTSLT MOT 

eMouey sczeMce pzctzom. 





as ryeee’s mo papzo pbcbptzom yeee, rye 
omlt mat z cam eer to yeAP amt muszc zs to 
se a MAuoperre so z cam eo to peyeAPSALS op 
rye to mm’s spass samp, zt mas pum at pzpst 
but APrep a MyzLe . . . 


but z pap to come yorvte amp z sot zmto z smbap omb pat z’ll ser our op yepe, z’ll 

8ze tpoublb aecAuse z popsot to 8ut rye mappt fpbppt mbpcupt, amp mb’ll lzub zm a 
STUPZP PAM BeLT. SKTSCPAPBP. 
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HEY. YOU KNOW THE GUY FROM. THE HOLIDAYS. 


.THE ONE DRESSED UP AS A GRAPE? 


I THE CENTRE OF TOWN. HE TOLD ME HES GOT A STUDIO 
FLAT ABOVE HIS PARENT'S PLACE 


YEAH. HE CALLED ME. LIKE TO ASK IF 
WE COULD SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN 


What about you? 

FROM JO-JO? 


YEAH. BUT HE LIVES 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 
NOWHERE, SO ITS WORE 
COMPLICATEV... 


SHES A RIGHT RAIN IN THE BUTT. SHE IS... 


I TELL YOU, SHED 
BETTER HAVE A SERIOUSLY 
GOOD EXCUSE... 


it's now what? eight years, 
AND SHES BEEN LATE EVERY SINGLE 
MORNING 


HAVE YOU TRIED HER 
MOBILE? 


WE GO AND WAIT OUTSIDE HER PLACE ? 
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TH£E£ AEG■■ THIMGS I WOMPGE 
ABOUT. DO MT PAEGMTS EGALLT 

hatg me? wht do i ser rue 
sewse thgt’eg tetimg to 

SHATTGE MT PEGAMsP 


I MGCP TO UMPGES TAMP. I 
SPGMD MT TIMG GOIMG THEOUGH 
THG PAMILT PHOTO ALBUM TETIMG 

to pimp excuses pop thgm, 
tetimg to Piece togbthge thgie 
L zues AMD PIMP OUT WHAT MAPG 
THOM SO MGAM. 


mum mguge kmgw hoe 

PATHGE. SHe WAS EATSeP 8T 
HOE MOTHBE, who hap to woek 

PAT AMP WIGHT TO MAK£ GMPS 

Meer. i thimk sho’s thb omlt 

PGESOM MUM TEULT ADMIEBD. 



MUM £A)P£D UP CAEIMG 
POE H£E MOTHBE POE MAMT 

tbaes, amp was oues 30 
bt THe TiMe sne piep. sne 
pecipep to MA/ce THe most 
op Lipe amp joiwep THe 
SCEABBLe CLUB. 


THe SCEABBLe CLU8 WAS THe OMLT 
PLAce im pumgshill opew APreE 

DPM, AMD THATS WH£E£ PAP 
usep TO PEOWM HIS SOEEOWS. 
MUM TOOK THe TITLe OP LOCAL 
CHAMPIOM OPP HIM AMP, 8£IMG A 
good losge. He iMuirep hoe to 
THe pieomam’s ball. 


AS M£ITH£E OP THeM KM£W 
HOW TO PAMCe, TH£T SAT AMP 
talkbd, amp He piscouesep to 
his dolight that sne hatod tho 

CIECUS TOO. SO TH£T S£CE£TLT 

pecipep to Ger maeeigp, 
WHICH THGT PIP, IM PEIUATG, 
OMe EAIMT PAT. 
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YOU KNOW WHAT ? I HAD A TURN 
AND DOCTOR HIGGINBOTTOM VMS 
C-OOD ENOUGH TO COME OUT AT 
HALF-PAST TWELVE AT NIGHT TO 
MASSAGE MY FEET AND TELL ME 
THAT ACCORDING TO THE LATEST 
NEWS BULLETIN, NO ONE HAD 
DIED IN THE FIRE 



YOU KNOW WHAT? rtS SOON AS I HEARD, I GOT 
A NIGHT TRAIN WITHOUT EVEN A TICKET, AND IVE 
SPENT THE DAY QUESTIONING EVERYONE IN THE 
STREET IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD TO TRACK YOU 









I mgt him om thg school bus. hg’s thg over Bor mho pgads Bootes, hgs got imto thg 
HABIT or MALKIMG MG TO THG GAPDGM GATG, 8UT HG MGUGP TALteS. MAUBG HGS STUPID, OP SHT. I 
DO HIT EGALLT CAPS, I QUITS LltCG HIM. TOMOPPOM THG MGATHGP MILL 8£ MICG. IT LL 8£ SUMMr AMD 
i’ll TAKG HIM UP IMTO THG BIG MILLOM TPGG. THG BIG MILLOM TPGGS Mr SGCPGT HIDGOUT, 
mt roPTPGss or solttudg. amd ill tgll him i Lites him, amd thgm mgll sgg. 



AT riPST MHGM HG KISSSD MG, IT MAS UGPr GGMTLG. AMD THGM SUDDGMLT, MOTHGP APPGAPGD 
BGTMGGM THG 8PAMCHGS Or THG 8IG MILLOM SCPGAMIMG THAT I MAS POSSGSSGD. I THOUGHT ID DIG 
Or GMBAPPASSMGMT, HG Or r£AP, AMD HGP Or PAGG. 8PAMDISHIMG A PITCHrOPte, Mr rATHGP CHASGD 
Mr riPST loug our or thg gapdgm. mggdlgss to sat THsr tgllgd at mg mopg tham thgtd 
rGLLGD BGTOPG, AMD DGPPIUGD MG or GUGPrTHIMG I MASM’T ALPGADr DGPPIUGD Or. MHAT IS THGIP 
PPOBLGM? AM I MOT ALLOMGD TO LOUG? APG THGr TOO APPAID THAT I MIGHT DISCOUGP THAT LOUG, 
TPUG LOUG, IS SOMGTHIMG DITTGPGMT rPOM THGIP SAD, HUMDPUM, PASSIOMLGSS PGUATIOMSHIP? 



14 












BECAUSE A COUPLE OF YEARS AC-0 
WASN'T ALLOWED TO COME ANYWHERE 
NEAP YOUR SCHOOL... 


VO YOU MINV IF I 
WALK WITH YOU TO 
SCHOOL? 


THAT M4S 
STUPID. 
SORRY 


IVE GOT A MEETING 
WITH MY PUBLISHER 
AND ITS IN THE 
SAME AREA SO... 


NO. BUT 

it's not a 

PROBLEM 
Y KNOW 


THE DAWNS SO 
LOVELY... 


ANY NEWS FROM 
GRANDMA SINCE SHE BURST 
ON YOU IN THE JACUZZI? 


IVE LOST THE 
HABIT... 


MMM? 


" 2 '_~ 


HEY LOU. YOU'RE 
NOT MAD AT ME FOI 
CERTAIN THINGS? 


LIKE WHAT? 


YOU KNOW. 
THINC-S... 
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-RIGHT, 

PAUL 


ITS UP TO YOU WHAT 
YOU VO WITH YOUR LIFE. 
BUT BELIEVE ME. YOU RE 
WASTING YOUR TIME WITH 
THEM . . . 


CAN YOU LEND 
ME YOUR MOBILE. 

I haven't told 
TRISTAN AND PAUL 
ABOUT THE FIRE... 


HIS NUMBERS 
IN YOUR 
PHONE ? 


1 ASKED FOR A RHONE. 
NOT A UFE COACH! 


\ CERTAIN CHARM. 


HELLO? MARY-EMILY? 


A FIRE? BUT 
ER. .. YOU 
OK? NOBODY 
INJURED OR 
ANYTHING? 


WOW. I ER... 
IT'S LUCK... 

I... I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO SAY. it's... 


ME? WELL. UM... 
NOTHING EARTH- 
SHATTERING 


ARE YOU HANC-INC- IN 

THERE? ARE YOU SURE 

you're OK? 




wow. amazing! 


ITS ER... 

PRETTY INTENSE. YOUR 
LIFE AT THE MOMENT. 
WOW... 


ABOUT YOUR 
MOTHER? 




IT WAS LIKE 
BEING IMMERSED 
IN MY PAINTINGS... 

THE SUN. THE 
PALM TREES. THAT 
FANTASTIC VILLA... 


UM... WAIT l'LL CALL I 
YOU LATER. ITS NOT VERY 
PRIVATE WHERE I AM... \ 


AND THEN I REALISED 
THAT THE ONLY POSSESSION 
I STILL HAD W/45... 


ACTUALLY, I 
WAS REALLY 
DOWN ONE 
NIC-HT 
AND... 


YOU KNOW. 
YOUR PRESENT, 
THE GREEN 
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2 IT is: I POU/OD 
' <? posree at tpb 
TOUT* CLUB. MILD, A PIEST I/O 
DUUGSPILL - A BOC/C BA/JD MITP 
E£AL £L£CTEIC GUITAES. 




MPG/J P£ 8£GAK) TO SI/JG, I KK)£M THAT 
P£ MAS TP£ PEI/JCB CPAEPII/JG l’D B££AI 

MAiri/us roe all pit lips. 


PIT PAE£AJTS PAD DOK>£ £U£ETTPI\)G TP£T COULD 
TO CO/OUI/JCB P!£ P£ DID/J’t £XIST, BUT TP£E£ P£ MAS, 
8£POE£ PIT £T£S . A/JD P£ MAS LOOPI/JG AT 





M&nit 
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A FILM ADAPTATION? 


YES, YES, WELL... A 
LITTLE BIT PICH I MEAN, 


NO. NO. A MUSICAL. 

ON ICE! 


PUBLISHERS AND HE StfYS 
THEY'RE GOING TO REPRINT 
MY BOOK 


wow! 


SUDDENLY. WERE / 
WEE BIT RICHER 


BUT THAT'S NOT ALL 


REALLY WEIRD! 


they've SOLD THE 
ADAPTATION RIGHTS! 


\... THATS AMAZING 
. WHY VIVNT YOU TELL 
US SOONER ? 


ACTUALLY THEY RE VISC-USTINC-. 


I TOTALLY FORGOT. 


BUT l'M COMPLETELY 
ADDICTED TO THEM 


HOLD ON. HOLD ON 
A SEC, THIS MONEY 
BUSINESS . . . 


NO. NO. THATS 
ALL SORTED... 


I'VE BOUGHT 
A HOUSE 


WERE 

MOVING 

TOMORROW 


WHAT? 


COOL. IT MEANS THAT 
FINDING A FLAT AND 
EVERYTHING... 


OH YES. DRAT. I 
FORGOT TO TELL 
YOU THAT /IS 
WELL... 


YES. IT'LL 
MAKE THINGS 
EASIER. WONT 


21 















































j’/yj leayxms. pummxms away. x’m u£MTUPXMe xmto rue 
£scapxms xm orp£P wopdi s. umkmowm, towards rue boautxtul, 

£ACY ST£P X TAK£ W£AK£MS TP6 SUM, TP£ CXTY’S 8PXSPT LSSPTS. 
rpe CPAXM THAT SPAC/CLSS AMD DOM’t WOPPY, X KMOW X MXSPT 

me ro rrxs placs. sxms£ /yiy wxmss. 


8UT MOW X’M SOXM3 AWAY XM S£APCP 
or excrremeMT 


x’m reAPruL lx/c£ you, sur ax rre sam£ rxwe x reeu a 
supss or xmmomso pappxmsss wrxcr you pays ppobably 

M£U£P £MP£PX£MC£D. 
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WITH OTHER PEOPLE LIVING- THERE... 


ACTUALLY, IT,5 
A FLAT THAT S 
LIKE A HOUSE 


IRREGULAR 


THINK THATS WHAT M 
MUM UKEV ABOUT IT 


VHAT ON EARTH DOES "KRAMIl 

badkarsskotbord' mean? 


APARTMENT 
BLOCK I 
MEAN... 


HOW COOL IS THIS? ITS GOING TO BE OUR PATIO 


hey! 

mina! 


SWEDISH? 


RICHARD! 


AH MINA JUST THE 
PERSON. I BET YOU 
UNDERSTAND A BIT OF 
SWEDISH, DON'T YOU ? 


UM... NO, SORRY, I... 
BUT WHATS GOING ON 
WITH YOU TWO AND THIS 
SUDDEN INTEREST IN 
SWEDISH ? 


THE KITCHENS 
OVER HERE 


FOR EXAMPLE. IF I SAY: 
"DRAG UPP VART ANNAT 

monsterkaft'' 


PFFF. 


FORGET 


-ASSEMBLY 


I FOR THE TIME BEING THATS 
THE COOLEST NAME WEVE 
FOUND FOR MY FUTURE 
LITTLE BROTHER 


: MOMENT. 


FURNITURE I 


: INSTRUCTIONS ARE , 


MY BEDROOM 
AND LASER 
NINJAS 




BLAST THAT 
KRAMIC-! 


YEAH 

RIGHT. 


MANAGED ' 

TOGETHER I 


: NINJA? 


mm 

UPSTAIRS IS 1 


a 
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Y OUR NEW kingdom! 


BURNT TO , 


ITS A BIT BAKE AT THE 
MOMENT. OBVIOUSLY 


CINDER 


YEAH. 

-RIGHT 


ANYWAY . . . ARE YOU COPING OK? 


WELL... YOU VE GOT TO ADMIT ALL THESE 
CHANGES ARE PRETTY GREAT. AT THE END OF 
THE DAY. AND THERE S GOING TO BE LASER 
NINJA AND STUFF... _ 


YEAH. RIGHT ER. 


WHAT? 
™ HE FIRE 
AND 

STUFF... 


don't REALLY 
KNOW 


WHAT D YOU 


MOTHERS ABILITY ALWAYS TO SEE 
THE BRIGHT SIDE OF 


MEAN ? 


THINGS. 


I VUNNO. I. 


BUT WHAT? j 


IT FEELS LIKE THERE S A 
SORT OF EMPTY BUBBLE 
HERE... 


[OOH. AN EMAIL. 


[wOW... TRISTAN! 
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SO LOUS GOT HER "LITTLE SECRETS' 


HEY. 

EXCUUUSE 

A \e! 


NOOO. BUT ITS... ITS 
PRIVATE. THAT'S ALL... 


omic-od! 


FIRST OF ALL. HES INVITING YOU 
TO HIS UNCLE'S CHALET... 


I VUNNO. 
ITS A BIT 
VAGUE... 


omigod! 


DO YOU THINK ITS A 
KIND OF DECLARATION 
OF LOVE ? 


YEAH, RIGHT. 


ITS COMPLICATED THE 
WAY BOYS EXPRESS 
THEIR FEEUNC-S... 


HOW CAN / REPLY IN A WAY THATS 
EVEN VAGUER ? 



COME AND HAVE A jHjP 

LOOK WHAT DYOU THINK H 

HE MEANS ? 

m 

1 WHO 

KNOWS ? 
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w£’o agb££o it'd B£ cool ro pau£ kids 
o/ 0 £ oat, iaj rue putubc, wp&o r’wt a wbttcb 

AAJO P£’s A BOC< STAB, WP£AJ CABS CAAJ PLT AAJO 
WP£AJ GIUIAJG 8IBTP 8T T£L£POBTA TIOAJ 


8UT TP£ LITTL£ 8LU£ LIAJ£ 0/0 TP£ PBSGAJAAJCT 
resr WAS A GOOD FTFT££AJ T£ABS £ABLT£B TP AW 
PLA/0AJ£O, AAJO P£ WASAj’T £U£AJ TP£B£ TP AT 
WIOBAJIAJG TO PAAJIC WITP W!£. 



SO I W£WT OUT IAJTO TP£ STB££T I/O A 
OAZ£ AAJO WAAJ0£B£0 OOWAJ TO TP£ PABAC. 



I WATCPCO TP£ CPILOB£Aj PLATIAJG 0/0 TP£ SWO£ POB 
A GOOO TWO POUBS. AAJO GBAOUALLT, ALL WIT AAJXI£TY 
A80UT WIT LIP£ 8£IAJG TUBAJ£0 UPSIO£~OOW/0 WAS 
TBAAJSPOBW!£D IAJTO A STBAAJG£ WITSTICAL JOT 




“tOU’B£ GOIAJG TO 88 A OAOOT” 
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SO WE'RE. 
ALL 
ALONE 
1 THEN ? 


IT Y OUR UNCLE. HERE? 


HE SHOULD 
BE BACK THE 
DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW 


NO, HE RUSHED 
OFF EARLY THIS 
MORNING 


TROUBLE AT 
WORK 
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SO, SHALL WE VO IT THEN1 


WAIT, NO, YOUR 
ARMS VIGGING 
INTO ME 


YEAH, TIIC-HT, FINE 
WITH ME 


JZI&HT 


[HMMM 


THIS IS STUPID, WE WEPE 
FINE YESTERDAY IN THE 
SNOW . . . 


MAYPE ITS BECAUSE 
WE PE SUCH CLOSE 


ITS DOESN'T 

FEEL QUITE 
RIGHT, DOES 
ITT 


THIS IS } 
SOW 
OF... TOO 
JECHNICALj 


NO, NOT 
-REALLY 


DIDIDIBIDIDI 


YEAH. I,don't KNOW 
WHAT S GOING ON 


ITS A\Y RHONE 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, 
PICHAPD'S LEFT YOU ? 


WHAT? 


THE KITCHEN 


ERR... I VUNNO, 
IN THE NEW 
KITCHEN... 


BPILL YES. 
i MEAN... 


UNDEP THE 
LITTLE STAND BY 
THE SINK HAVE 
YOU LOOKED 
THEPE? 
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PG DUMPGD me* 


MPGM I TOLD PIM MG MAS GOIMG TO 8G a daddy, op coursg I 
gxpgctgd pim to pamic at pirst. aptgr all, mpgm id poumd out, a 

PGM POURS GARLIGR, l’D BGGA) TOTALLY DGUASTATGD. 



PG PACGD AROUMD TPG ROOM LZKG A CAGGD 8GAST, 
TALKING ABOUT PIS CARGGR, MPICP MATTGRGD MORG 
TPAM AAJYTPIAJG GLSG, AMD A80UT OUR YOUTP, MPICP 
MG MGRG A80UT TO RUIM. PG CAMG OUT MITP A MPOLG 
STRIMG OP ARGUMGMTS TPAT I PMGM MADG SGMSG. 


MPGM PG 8GGGGD MG TO BG 
RGASO/JA8LG, IT RGMIMDGD MG OP MY 
PARGMTS AMD MADG MG GUGM MORG 
DGTGRMIMGD TO DO TPG OPPOSITG, 
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FOR SURE. YES. 

he's come back 

HOME FOR A 
FEW BAYS... 

v__ ___V 
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[/IRE YOU IN THERE?] 


-RICHARD? 


...I WAS ON HOLIDAY ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE VALLEY YOU KNOW... 


.THAT PERHAPS ID COKE HERE AND THAT. 


...I WANTED TO 
TALK TO YOU... 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
HERE? 


MUM CALLED ME 
AND TOLD ME... 


SO I THOUC-HT 
TO MYSELF 
THAT... 


WHAT HAPPENED. 
RICHARD1 


you're GOING 
TO BE A DAD 


.. A BI& 
THINC- 


LOU. you're FOURTEEN... 
YOU CANT UNDERSTAND 
WHAT I... 


IT S BEEN TOTALLY UNBEARABLE. 
AND I DON T UNDERSTAND ANYTHING 
ANYMORE AND... 




.. .AND THOSE SWEDISH 
FURNITURE KITS JUST PUSHED 
ME OVER THE EDGE... 


FOR A START I DONT EVEN 
UNDERSTAND IT MYSELF... 


YEAH. iVE BEEN C-ETTINC- THAT 
FEELING MORE AND MORE LATELY. 
AND ITS GETTING STRONGER AND 
STRONGER... 


THE FURNITURE' 
KITS ? J 


WELL, I (HJESS THAT. 
YOU DOJV T FEEL READY. 
AND YOU RE AFRAID YOU R 
RUINING YOUR FUTURE OR 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 
BUT... 
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COME ON RICHARD... 
HOW COULD THOSE 
FURNITURE KITS 
MAKE YOU WALK OUT 
OF YOUR LIFE 
COME AND HIDE 
THIS CAVE? 
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whsm He’D pimishgd disommimg me oMce i weMT back to rue park eueer oat to match 

AMD POP ALL, MUM GPABBeO THe PHOMG AMD IM A TPS CHILDPCM PLATIMG, HOPIMG IM UAIM THAT ID 

sTPAiMeo uoice i’d Meuee hoard serose, askod eer that bamc reeLiMG agaim. i was dpaimgd. 
mg roe mt addsoss. i mo lomgob pglt amtthimg at all . 
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HEY. LASER NINJA CAN YOU HEAR ME 


don't you think you should start thinking 

ABOUT GIVING HIM A REAL NAME ...? 


heehee! HE 
KICKED,MY 

ear! 


I MEAN LASER NINJA S COOL. 
BUT IF HE WANTS TO BE A CIVIL 
SERVANT LATER. HE MIC-HT 
HAVE PROBLEMS 


AAAC-H. 

IVE ALWAYS BEEN 
RUBBISH AT NAMES 


W4S THINKING ABOUT MUNGO ELVIS] 


BESIDES. IT'S 
OUR OLD NAME FOR 
WHISKA5AURUS 


a V'R.OVF'R name!. 


HEEHEE! AT FIRST I WAS GOING TO CALL 
YOU SIDERA. BUT IN THE END THAT'S WHAT I 
CALLED THE HEROINE IN MY BOOK. YOU SEE... 


|Y EAH. AND ANYWAY. LOU WOULD NEVER 1 
I HAVE WORKED AS A BOOK TITLE I 


DEFINITELY NOT 


RHEW. I HAD A UICKY ESCAPE! 


GRANDMAS MOTHER ? 


BUT, ER... WHERE DID YOU GET THE 
IDEA OF CALLING ME LOU1 


LOUISE: LOU 


LOU: LOUISE ] 


AFTER YOUR GREAT 
GRANDMOTHER. HER 
NAME W-4S LOUISE 
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AND DOeS GRANDMA KNOW THAT ITS 
BECAUSE OF HER MOTHER THAT... 


TOO RE NOT GOING TO BE ANGRY 
AT EACH OTHER FOREVER ARE 
YOU ? 


MAYBE ITD MAKE HER 
HARRY TO KNOW THAT? 


NO. I DON'T THINK 
SO. I DON'T THINK 
I TOLD HER... 


HAVING A TOUC-H ENOUGH TIME AS IT IS AT THE MOMENT. 
DON'T NEED MY MOTHER YELUNG AT ME AS WELL... 


COME ON. ITS A CHANCE TO PATCH THINGS UP. 


she DOESN'T know i'm pregnant, she 
DOESN'T KNOW THE CHILDS FATHER HAS 
DUMPED ME. AGAIN... 


YOU KNOW WHAT SHES LIKE. YOU KNOW 
THAT YELLING IS HER ONLY WAY OF 
COMMUNICATING _ 


PASS ME THE PHONE. 
l'LL CALL HEP 


AAAC-H, HOW 
CAN I BREAK 
IT TO HER 
GENTLY ? 


WATERS HAVE BROKEN! 


[BE STRONG 


WANTED TO TELL 
YOU THAT ER... 


'S RINGING. 


E rr YOU ALSO KNOW THAT 
! A FACADE FOP LOVE. OP 
WHATEVEP... 

I M y that's why yi 

NEAPLY CALLEL 
■ LOUISE, ISN'T I 
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HJ£ W£B£ STUCK TAJ 7TEAFTTC WU£A) TU£ 
COAJTBACTIOAJS STA!ZT£D. TO OISTSACT M£, A/£ 
STAKTSO SIAJSIAJO TOUT SOAJSS mOM UTS AJATIU£ 
COUAjmy. l’o CA/OS£AJ stloauiaaj as aaj opttoaj 
HJT£AJ T £AJROLL£U B£CAUS£ ITS SJZA/VWAZ IS U£JZT 
IYIUCT LIK£ OUS LOCAL PUAJSSUILL DIAL£CT. 
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OOH LOOK AT | 
HIS CUTE LITTLE 
FINGERS I 


HE... HES THE 
MOST BEAUTIFUL 
BABY IN THE _ 
WOR LV. ISN T HE? 


YOU AND HE BOTH. ITS A TIE 


AND HIS TINT LITTLE 
NOSE 


AND HIS DINKY 
LITTLE EARS 


I JUST don't believe it. 
EACH TIME I C-IVE BIRTH I GET 
SHRIVELLED REAS. MEAT THAT 
TASTES LIKE CARDBOARD AND 
TASTELESS STEWED FRUIT... 


C-UESS WHAT 
I FOUND IN THE 
VENDING 
MACHINE 
IN THE _ 
CORRIDOR1 


HOLD ON. 


ITS ENOUGH TO 
PUT YOU OFF 
HAYING KIDS. I 
SWEAR... 


SALT AND VINEGAR CRISPS! 


GIMME! 

GIMME! 


THE BABYl] 


PUT VOWN THAT JUNK 
FOOD IMMFVIATFLY! 
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Wc-randma! 


VINEGAR'S 
VERY BAD FOR 
BREAST MILK... 


WHERE IS 
HE? 


WHAT IS IT? 


A GIRL? 


ABOUT 

TIME 

TOO 


A PLASTIC CRIB.. 


1 DON'T KNOW 


PFFF. 


WELL. 


where's his 

FATHER? 


YOU WERE 

GORGEOUS TOO 


WHERE IS 

THIS CHILD'S FATHER 


UNTIL YOU 
TURNED SIX 
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"c-oov ,. 

RIDDANCE 


TOLD YOU HE WAS 

c-oov' 


WHAT 

ELSE! 


WHAT YOU SOW" 


WILL YOU STOP TALKING- NONSENSE! 


OK. &IVE A \E TH.E WORKS, I M 
READY, FOR IT, I M USED TO IT. 
THATS THE WAY ITS VEEN 
SINCE I WAS LITTLE, SO... 


"if you'd stayed in 

DUNG-SHILL AND MARRIED 
DR HIGGINBOTTOM, YOU 
WOULDN T BE IN THIS 
MESS AND BLAH DLAH 
BLAH ... 


AND THE WORST 
THING IS THAT 
you're ALWAYS 
RIGHT, MY LIFE'S 
BEEN A STRING 
OF FAILURES 
AND... 


[ IS THIS A FAILURE ? 


COME ON. YOU SILLY SAUSAGE. IF I TEASE YOU 
LIKE THAT ITS TO GIVE YOU A KICK UP THE 
BACKSIDE. YOU SILLY GIRL! 


BYE MUM. I'VE GOT TO GO. 


I'VE GOT SCHOOL 
TOMORROW. THE 
CAT TO FEED. 
AND FRIENDS TO 
CALL TO TELL 
THEM ABOUT 
THE BABY... 


'S COUNTRY HUMOUR. ALL RIGh 
SOMETIMES IT CAN BE A BIT 
HARSH. BUT... 


WHAT A SILLY 
SAUSAGE YOU 
ARE? 


[right] 


C-RANDMA. DYOU 
M CALLED ME LOU ? 


BY THE W 
KNOW WHY , 


WELL LISTEN, 


HEM. PSST. FULGOR? I'M LEAVING YOU 

WITJH MUM AND QRANDMA. 
YOU LL SEE THEY RE CRAZY 

BUT I PROMISE YOU, YOU LL GET USED 
TO THEM... 


J GO ON, GO FOR IT. YOU 
CAN HAVE. A FIELD DAY: 


EXPLAIN. ■ 
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pgab piabt, 

z paug v’r mbittgm im you roe MGABLy tpbgg yGAes. simcg 

LOO WAS 80BM, ACTUALLY. I CAMIG ACBOSS YOU MPGM I MAS 
PACKING GABLGB A/OP I BGAP you PBOM! COUGB TO COUGB. ITS 

siu.y ro lgaug you uMriMisrep, you bg MGAeuy comiplgtg, 
oust o/oe miobg pagg to pill, so //» goimg to rey amp mbits 

A SOBT or CO/OCLOSIO/O. TO CLOSG TPG CIBCLG AMP MOOS OM. 


IM TPS OPGMIMG PAGGS, I 
MBOTG A80UT TPG TGBBI8LG 
BOBGPOM! THAT MAS COMSUMUMG 
MIG IM PUMGSPILL. I’M! MOT 
BOBGP AT ALL AMT MIOBG, ITS 
IMIPOSSI8LG TO 8G 80BGP MPGM 
yOU’uG GOT A TOPPLGB GLOGP TO 

you 2*1 roues a PAy. 



I MBOTG ASOUT Mty LOUG OP 800/CS, AMP 
OM THAT PBOMT you COULP SAy IM! PULPILLGP. 
I’UG OUST GBAPUATGP. I’UG OUALIPIGP AS A 
TBAMSLATOB PBOM! SPLPAUIAM, MPICP IS MOT 
GXACTLy COMIMIOM, SO ILL ALMATS 8G A8LG TO 
GABM A LIUIMG. 


TBAMSLATIOM MIIGPT LGAUG MIG TIMtG TO 
MOBJC OM A 800/0 I MIA/CG UP SCIGMCG-PICTIOM 

stobigs roe lou, mpgm i put pgb to sgp, amp i 

TPIM/C I COUP TUBM TPGM! IMTO SOMIGTPIMG . 
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i! Their whole world goes up in 
face the f 


boyfriend and dai 


LOU! voJs 1 & 5 have won Angouleme awards 
(2005/2010) for author Julien Neel. Lou is 
now 14, bringing the reading age up to 12+. 
Translated by Ros Schwartz seconded by her 
daughter Chloe. 
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